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_In accordance with the instructions of D. C.(Special 


Branch) Mr. C.I. Znamensky, the writer of the attached letter, 


was interviewed at Headquarters on July 12. At first he claimed 


_—Sfluency and besides,to have a knowledge of the Japanese and 
Chinese languages. However, it at once became evident that his 
nglish is very poor and he had to speak through an interpreter. 
As regards his knowledge of other languages he stated that owing 
to absence of any practice for a long time, he had forgotten theme 


When asked what special qualifications he had for 


j 
to be able to speak English, French and German with an equal : j 
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he work in the political section he was unable to give a clear 
| S ement of hb exed vast experience his ne o ork and }° 
: ears he had been connected with various organs of White 
Russian Military Intelligence and Counter-espionage service in 
fi jiberia Maritime Province and iianchuria. 
K ee Upon being asked to give the names of the local 
4 c staff of the Soviet Consulate, he replied that he was not 

| nterested in them i 
| opplicn® he, Znamens states that he was born in 1895 at 

wnfh ty Petrograd. Upon graduating from a commercial school at Yamburg 

i 


} -(Petrograd District) he studied mathematics and physics et the 


University of Petrograd from 1912 to 1916 and at the same time 


gy at the Polytechnic Institute in 
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|returned to Siberia. 


During the civil war in Siberia he was attached to the— 
Military Intelligence Department at Omsk and from 1919 to 19290-— 
he served with Ataman Semenov's army at Chita. Following the——— 
defeat of that army by the "reds" in December, 1920, he went to — 


Harbine __ During 1921-1922 he served in the White Forces in 


Viadivostock where he was first attached to the Military Intelli- 
gence and Counter-espionage Service and later to a technical) 
unit of that army. Following the evacuation of the Maritime 
Province by the "Whites" in November, 1922, he went to Manchuria — 
a teacher of mathematics, He also clains to have done political — 


intelligence work on behalf of General Gondatti in Harbin from 


1922 to 1933. What the nature cf this work was he was unable or _ 


unwilling to explain satisfactorily. 
He left the iussian Imperial Army with the rank of _ 


Lieutenant. Admiral Kolchak promoted him to the rank of Captain — 


ie Enquiries show that Znamensky arrived in Shanghai from 
Harbin in March, 1934 Here he was without any fixed employmen 


and lived in very straightened circumstances until 1935 when he 
was engaged as & eacher of drawing b he panne d'Ara 
ollege 8 Ro a Doume He also esides ogethe Ys hh 

It appears that in 1933-1934 he made a trip to Japan 
where he endeavoured to 1 n_o 
is, but without success n Shanghai he is reported to hay se 


made unsuccessful attempts to interest the Japanese and American 
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Persons who know Znamensky describe him as a nervous 


_and mentally unbalanced individual whose statements cannot be 


_taken at their face value. Possibly, this is the result of the 
_hardshiyps he is reported to have experienced during the past 
yearse 2s 
i He is registered with the Russian Mmigrants Committee | 
under the name of C.I. Ivanoff-Znamensky. Ena 3 2 
Nothing detrimental is known by this office regarding 


‘this person. 
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